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Good News 
February 2023 

901 County Road V 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin   54935 

Sunday Worship at 9:00 a.m. 
(In Person and also Live Stream!) 
followed by Refreshments,  
Fellowship, & Education 

 
Jeff Blain, Pastor  (920) 922-3353 - O 

Mary Gohl, Adult Ministry  (719) 377-0478-C 
 

Website = www.alcfdl.org  Office Email = office@alcfdl.org 

Office e-mail = office@alcfdl.org Pastor Jeff’s e-mail = pastor@alcfdl.org 

Visit our website at www.alcfdl.org 

 
 

Return to the Lord Your God... 
 
 
 

Each Sunday, there is typically an “alleluia verse” that is sung (or said) before the reading of Gospel lesson. 
Except during the Lenten Season! Once we get to Lent, the “alleluias” get set aside for a while until Easter 
Sunday. Instead, we sing (or say) these or similar words: “Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious 
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.”** 
 
You are probably familiar with how the Bible often compares us human beings to wandering sheep. It is so 
easy for us to stray from the path that God wills for us. It is so easy for us to wander off and get lost. It is so 
easy for us to lose our focus on God and to focus instead upon any number of other lesser things. We need to 
“return to the Lord.” 
 
This is true for us personally. It’s true for us in our marriages and families. It’s true in our friendships and 
other connections. It’s true in our congregations and denominations, in our private life and public life, in our 
communities, nations, and all across the globe. We need to “return to the Lord.” 
 
Yet even as we focus upon this call to “return to the Lord,” it is good to remember that we belong to a God 
who comes searching for us. We belong to a God who continually reaches out to us and calls to us. We 
belong to a God who claims us and names us as his own. 
 
Returning to God isn’t some long extensive trek. It can be as simple as calling out to God for help or 
sincerely admitting that we have made a mess of things! It can take the form of tears that come when we 
realize and admit our persistent sinfulness. It can be verbalized in an apology to someone we have wronged 
or in a prayer to God for his mercy and grace. It can be expressed in a humble act of service or in a simple 
expression of kindness or charity. 
 
A genuine return to God will show up in all facets of our being, including our:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

etc. 
During the 40 days of Lent, we’ll begin to explore some of these. I hope you will be able to join us! 
 
 
**You might be aware that these words come from the second chapter of Joel—verses 12-13 to be precise. We will be delving 
deeper into these verses during our midweek Lenten services. (see more on page 2!) 

Heart Soul Mind Strength Life 

Body Vocabulary Schedule Finances Voca on 

Leisure Family Friends Church  Community 



 

PAGE 2 GOOD NEWS February 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Midweek Lenten Worship 
 
This year during Lent, we will seek to deepen our 
walk of faith using the Lenten theme “Return to the 
Lord Your God.” We will focus upon the passage 
in Joel 2, giving special attention to the verses 12-13. 
The dates, times and themes are as follows:  
 
Feb. 22 6:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

Return to the Lord Your God 
(He is our only hope!) 

 
Mar. 1 6:00 p.m. Midweek Service 

God is Gracious and Merciful 
 
Mar. 8 6:00 p.m. Midweek Service 

God is Slow to Anger 
 
Mar. 15 6:00 p.m. Midweek Service 

God is Abounding in Steadfast Love 
 
Mar. 22 6:00 p.m. Midweek Service 

God Relents from Punishing 
 
Mar. 29 6:00 p.m. Midweek Service 

Return to the Lord Your God! 
 
(Confirmation students: Lenten Services are a great opportunity 
to complete additional Worship Notes!) 
 

Come Join Us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In-Vehicle Communion  
on February 19 

 
If you have not been able to join us in person for 

Worship recently and you would like to receive Holy 
Communion in your vehicle, please plan to drive 

over to the church building on Sunday, February 19. 
Pastor Jeff will serve for about 20 minutes beginning 

at 11:05 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Communion Classes 
 
Pastor Jeff will lead a 5-week study designed to help 
anyone in 3rd grade or above who is interested in 
learning more about this special gift from God and 
who wants to regularly participate in Worship.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year, these weekend classes will be held on 
either Saturdays or Sundays with the specific days 
and times being determined by those involved. The 
classes begin on the last weekend of February and 
run through the final weekend of March. 
 
There is no cost for materials but advance 
registration is requested so that we know how many 
to plan for. A parent or other adult guardian is 
required to take part in the classes with their child
(ren). Congregation members are also welcome to 
attend!  
 
For more information, or to reserve a place, please 
call Pastor Jeff at 920-922-3353 or send him an e-
mail at pastor@alcfdl.org.  



 

February 2023 GOOD NEWS PAGE 3 

 

Communion 
Bread 
Update 

 
 

Many of you will remember that prior to the 
pandemic, we had people who would bake and 
deliver the Communion Bread. The Altar Care teams 
would then cut it into small strips and have it ready 
to serve at the worship services. 
 
Over the past couple of years, we have been using 
Communion wafers. These are admittedly more 
convenient but they are also rather bland.  
 
So what is the plan going forward?  
 
At this time, we will not be returning to our previous 
practice. However, we are going to explore some 
other options. One of these would have the 
Communion Bread servers “tear off” a piece of bread 
from a larger loaf of some kind and give it to each 
person as they come forward. (We would still have gluten
-free wafers available for those who need them!)  
 
We will likely begin with pita bread to see if that 
works. If so, we will then need to decide whether to 
keep purchasing bread or else find enough people 
here willing to bake the bread. 
 
No specific date has been set to try this out. But 
don’t be surprised if one of these February Sundays 
brings you a different bread option. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith Pledge Prayer Books 
 
Would it help you to pray if you had a short list each 
day of the things that are on the hearts and minds of 
our members and friends at Ascension? Then be sure 
to pick up the blue booklet with the Faith Pledges for 
2023.  
 
Copies are now available at the Welcome Center 
outside the Sanctuary and also outside the main 
office.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Midweek Mission Meals??? 
 

We are still trying to decide if we have enough 
people or groups willing to sponsor a “Mission 
Meal” for each of the 5 Wednesdays in March. (We 
do have a volunteer group for 3/1.) 
 
These meals would be served from 5:15 to 5:45 p.m. 
Each group can designate the proceeds of their meal 
to a mission or ministry of their choice.  
 
If you are interested in sponsoring one of the meals, 
please reach out soon to Mary Gohl or Pastor Jeff. 
 
 

Worship Ministry Assistants 
 
We have published the Worship Ministry schedule 
for the first quarter of 2023. (You can find a link to it at 
the bottom of our homepage!) If the dates work out for 
you, that is great. If not, please find someone to trade 
with and notify the office of the swap. 
 
Also, please note the following: 
 
Communion Helpers: We recently added 
Communion Helpers for both bread and wine back 
into the schedule. In order for people to only serve 
once a quarter, we need about 90 people on the 
roster. Currently we have about 60 so if you would 
like your name added to the list, please contact the 
Church Office. 
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Connecting Together: 
(The Power of a Name Tag) 

 
As we continue to look for ways to 

better connect with one another, you can help out by 
filling out and wearing a name tag whenever you are 
at Worship. 
 
Taking just a moment before the service to fill out a 
name tag with your first and last name can help us 
get to know one another better. And whenever we 
ask our visitors and guests about the name tags, they 
tell us that it really helps to make Ascension a 
friendly and welcoming place. 
  

Thanks for your consideration!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do we have your information correct? If you 
have a change of address, phone number or 
email, please remember to notify the office! 
Phone 920-922-3353 or  
office@alcfdl.org. Thank you!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COUPLES COMEDY AND DINNER EVENT 
Friday, February 17 
6:00 p.m. in the Zone 

Sign-Up deadline is February 12 
 at the Better Together Table or email link.  
Childcare provided—Potluck Style Dinner 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hey Men! Join us at the  
No Regret’s Conference 

 
On Saturday, February 4th, all men at Ascension are 
invited and encouraged to attend the “No Regrets” 
Men’s Conference! Hosted at Lighthouse 
Christian Church, it begins at 8:00 a.m. and ends at 
1:45 p.m. (An “early bird” session starts at 7:00 a.m.!) The 
conference includes a variety of large group 
presentations and small group break-out sessions. It 
is an AWESOME faith-building experience!!! We 
have tickets available in the Church Office and you 
can save $10 by purchasing your advance tickets for 
$25 which includes lunch! (Free if you are 18 or younger!) 
For more information about the featured speakers, 
please see the flyer above! 
 

 
Ascension Men’s Prayer and 

Fellowship Group for men of all 
ages! 

Saturday mornings from 7:15–9:00. 
Please contact Jim Merkel for more 
information at merkels@charter.net 
or 920-602-6520. 
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Grow Opportunities 
 

Join us Sunday Mornings in the 
Sanctuary after Worship and Coffee 
Fellowship for ‘The Chosen’ - A first

-ever multi-season series about the life of Jesus. 
(Episode length varies and some episodes are 

longer than our Education time). 
 
 

Ascension Men’s Prayer 
and Fellowship Group for 

men of all ages! 
Saturday mornings from 
7:15–9:00. Please contact 
Jim Merkel for more 

information at merkels@charter.net or 920-602-
6520. 

 
 
 

Wednesday Morning Women’s  
Bible Study 

This group meets Wednesdays at 
10:00 a.m. in the Church Library. 

The study ‘Darkness to Light’ begins February 15. 
Contact Polly May 

 at pollymay3452@gmail. 
 
 

 
 

People of the Promised: Kingdom 
Divided. BSF is open to all women age 
18 and older. We still have room for a 
few more to join. Contact Mary Gohl 

for details. 

Service Opportunity 
 
Ascension’s Food Packing 
Team will be packing 
Wednesday,  February 15  from 
1:00-3:00 p.m. Please contact 

Mary Gohl to get a volunteer application and 
become part of our team. 

NEW MINISTRY 
OPPORTUNITY: 

Caring Visit Ministry—formerly 
called ‘Homebound Ministry’ is 

seeking individuals to join our team. 
Please contact Cathy Philipsky, Adult 

Ministry Council Member if you are interested. 
 
 
 

COUPLES COMEDY AND DINNER EVENT 
Friday, February 17 
6:00 p.m. in the Zone 

Must sign up by February 12 at 
the Better Together Table or 

email link. Childcare 
provided—Potluck Style Dinner 

 
 
 
 
 

Adult Lunch and Games Thursday,  
February 9—11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Zone. 
Contact Chuck or Darlene Jinkins for details and 
please sign up at the Better Together table in the 

Narthex or use the link in the weekly email. 
 

Adult Evening Dinner Fellowship will pause in 
February and resume Saturday, March 18. Couples 
of all ages are encouraged to join us for the Couples 

Evening Potluck and Comedy February 17. 
 
 

Women’s Book Club  
Join us February 6  at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Coffee Area for the discussion of  
“Miriam’s Song” by Jill Eileen 
Smith. Contact Mary Gohl for 

details. We welcome new members 
at anytime!  

Our future dates for 2023 will be: 
 

   March 20 
   May 8 

   June 26 
   August 7 
   October 9 

   December 4 
 

Ascension Adult Ministries 
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Children & Family Ministries 
For Kids from Birth Through 6th Grade and Their Families 

Contact us at children@alcfdl.org 

Youth Mission Trip Plans & Hopes 
 
BELIZE: A Youth Mission Tr ip to Belize is being planned for  June 12-19. Kris Harmsen, Mary 
Mueller, and John McFadden are among several of the parents serving on the Planning Team. There is room 
for at least 24 people on this trip. The total cost is about $1,725 per person. The Council will underwrite at 
least $500 per youth and provide the funding for the needed chaperones. (If more adults take part, they will divide 
the Council support among them!) If you are interested in going, please get your $325 deposit check to Pastor Jeff 
ASAP to reserve your place. 
 
NASHVILLE: We are also looking at the possibility of organizing a weeklong tr ip to Nashville or  
some other domestic location in July. A planning team is needed to pull this off. If you are interested, please 
speak with Pastor Jeff. 
 
WEEKEND MISSION: We want to organize at least one weekend mission tr ip to more a local place 
like Milwaukee, Chicago, or Minneapolis. If you’d like to help us plan this, please contact Kris Harmsen. 

 
Youth & Family Ministries 
A ministry for students in grades 7-12 

Contact at youth@alcfdl.org 

Youth Serve 
 

The new schedule for Winter/Spring 2023 has been emailed to 
all Youth and Mentors and is posted in the hallway between 
the Youth and Children’s Offices. Youth Serve is a mentorship 
program for our youth that provides a way to explore the 
different ways to par cipate in ministry on Sunday Mornings, 
while crea ng connec ons to adults and our church family. We 
are excited for these partnerships in the areas of Usher, Reader, 
Refreshment Server, Children’s Message, Altar Care, and 
Children’s Sunday School. All adults are trained in our Child 
Protec on plan and we have many that are eager to form this 
partnership. Please contact Mary Gohl if you have any ques ons.  

Youth Group Options 
 
We to invite all of our 7th - 12th 
graders to join us for one or more of 
our “options” for Youth Group. Those 
options are: 

 
Wednesday Evenings at 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday Mornings at 10:15 a.m.  
**Sunday Evenings at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Please join us when you can! 

 
**This option contingent upon youth interest! 

Sunday School Offerings  
 

Our Sunday School Offerings are 
used to support our Compassion 
Child, Nandutu Base, who lives in 
Uganda, Africa. Please use one of 
the little manila envelopes and 
drop you offering into the 
collection box. Thanks!!! 

Children’s Message Update 
 

As much as possible, we will keep 
inviting all of our kids to come and sit 
on the front steps for the Children’s 
Message. Afterwards, we will hand 
out the children’s activity bulletins to 
work on at their seats or else to take 
home for later. 
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Feed My Starving Children 
(FMSC) Mobile Pack 

 
We are once again planning to have a FMSC Mobile 
Pack in FdL at the beginning of April. 
 
A local committee has been formed which is made 
up of people from area churches. We are hoping that 
1-2 people from Ascension would be willing to serve 
on this team.  
 
Their plans are to meet 1-2 more times in 2023. If 
you are interested, please talk to Pastor Jeff.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shoes and Socks For Belize 
 
During February and March we are collecting new or 
gently used sturdy casual shoes and sandals 
(including flip-flops) appropriate for a tropical 
climate. Tennis shoes for males (Toddler 12 – Men’s 
Size 9) and females (Toddler 10 – Women’s Size 7) 
are especially needed. Socks are also needed. You 
will find the drop-off bins outside the Zone and in 
other places throughout the upper level of the 
building. Thanks!!!  
 
FYI - If an organization you're involved in with 
(service group, school, business, etc.) would also 
like to help collect shoes, please contact Julie 
Boelter at 920-979-4633 and she’ll get you what you 
need 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hygiene/Cleaning Supplies for  
the New Homeless Shelter 

 
Our community’s new homeless shelter, located near 
the St. Vincent de Paul store, is up and running and 
among the things they continually need are hygiene 
items and cleaning supplies. The “short list” includes 
things like: 
 

 Laundry Detergent  Dryer Sheets 
 Kitchen Trash Bags  Baby Shampoo 
 Toilet Paper    Paper Towels 
 Floor Cleaner    Glass Cleaner 
 
The shelter’s website is: www.svdsfdl.org. Click on 
the “Items Needed” tab for additional information.  
 
Items can be dropped off at the Shelter from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. during the week. Thanks for caring!!! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meals for the Homeless 
 
During the cold winter months, the Salvation Army 
provides up to 35 beds for homeless men and women 
to use each night. 
 
On the 3rd Saturday of each month, we at Ascension 
will be making a meal for those at the shelter. In 
addition to making the food, we may also have an 
opportunity to serve the guests and interact with 
them some.  
 
If you  want to help out in any way, please contact 
Kristen Quast or Mary Bell! 
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Compassion Corner 
 
Happy New Year, Ascension 
family and friends. One of the 
children we sponsored through 
Compassion International recently 
aged out of the program. Zolinson 

lives in Haiti. We sponsored him for less than five 
years but prayed with him through some traumatic 
times. As we were writing our final letter to him, we 
realized that even though it was a short time, he had 
grown so much. His life had changed a lot during the 
time of the loss of his mother, Covid, and unrest in 
his country. We wanted to leave him with 
encouraging words about his future, even though we 
don’t know what that holds. In our letter, we 
acknowledged that there will be difficult times ahead 
for him just as there are for all of us. We encouraged 
him to stay in touch with his Christian friends and 
surround himself with people who are a good 
influence. He is a role model for his young siblings 
and has responsibility for their care. Our prayer for 
him is that he continues to trust God to lead him in 
his decisions. Rich shared Jeremiah 29:11.  “For I 
know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD. 
“Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.” We told him that we 
are proud of him and will continue to pray for him. 
This is not the first time we had to write a final letter 
to a child we sponsored. As time goes on, we hope 
that our final letters will be reread and they will 
remember the teachings that Compassion Centers 
have instilled in them. Please take time today to pray 
for any children you have sponsored in the past, 
remembering how important you were to each other.  
 
 
Lindsey and Rich Hofer 
Child Advocates, 
Compassion International 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Care Opportunity 
 
Our member Debbie Lunda, who is a disabled 
quadriplegic, is still looking for dependable and 
compassionate workers (paid and volunteer) to help 
provide part-time care. The morning shift lasts 3-4 
hours and begins at 6:00 a.m. She also needs help 
with days and evenings. A CNA or nursing 
background is preferred, but she can train a caring 
person who is willing to help her. In the past she has 
trained females from 17-70! Please call Debbie at 
907-1444 or call (or text) Bob at 960-4686 to learn 
more about the responsibilities and details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About Weather Cancellations 
 
Here again is our plan for weather cancellations: 
 
V Worship Services: Very rarely do we cancel 

worship services due to weather. However, we 
DO advise people to use good judgment 
regarding travel conditions. Please do NOT 
make any heroic efforts to get here. And 
remember, our services each week will be 
“live streamed” on our website and our 
Ascension Facebook page.  

 
V Student Ministries: Whenever  local school 

classes or events are cancelled due to weather, 
all church classes, activities and events for 
children and youth that day will be cancelled. 
(FYI: Weekend cancellations will be decided 
upon by staff and leaders!) 

 
V Notification: In addition to the ones listed 

above, any other cancellations will be posted 
on the Ascension Website: www.alcfdl.org. 
We will also try to get information to KFIZ 
radio so they can post it to their website 
(www.kfiz.com) and broadcast (AM 1450).  

 
Please save this information! 
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How Is God Calling You to 
Support Ascension Financially? 

 
As always, we encourage people to prayerfully 
consider how God is calling them to financially 
support our ministry together. One question you 
might ask God is this: 
 
“God, what percentage of my/our income are you 
calling me/us to give to the ongoing ministry of 
Ascension for the 12-month period of July 2023 

through June 2024?” 
 
In March, we will be encouraging everyone to 
complete and return an estimate of giving card for 
the Annual Offering Appeal so that the Council can 
have an accurate idea of the estimated giving for the 
2023-2024 Fiscal Year.  
 
Thanks in advance for your prayerful consideration 
of God’s leading! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Funnies 
 

Here are some silly puns that might make you groan...but 
hopefully also bring you to smile or even laugh… 
 

After many years of trying to find steady work, I finally got 
a job as a historian until I realized there was no future in it. 
 
My last job was working at Starbucks, but I had to quit 
because it was always the same old grind. 
 
So then I retired and found I am perfect for the job! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Noisy Offering is Feb. 26! 
 

Our next Noisy Offering will be held on Sunday, 
February 26. If you have any loose change—or 
spare cash– please bring it along with you as our 
kids will walk around the Sanctuary to collect it 
during the Offering. 
 
The money will be used to help provide Bible Camp 
Scholarships for our kids as well as digging clean 
water wells in developing countries.   
 
Thanks in advance for your help and generosity!!! 
 

For the Record 
 
 

Baptisms: 
 

01/08/23 
Nevaeh Naomi Taylor 

 
Weddings: 

 

01/14/23 
Miranda Comeaux & Nathan Widdicombe 

 
Funerals: 

 
01/10/23 

Jordon Hansen 

 
Restored to Active Roster: 

(Attended Worship!) 
 

Elizabeth Wustrack 
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On Being A Steward 
 

 
I don’t know what your destiny will 

be, but one thing I do know: the only 
ones among you who will be really 
happy are those who have sought 

and found how to serve. 
 
 

Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965) 
Theologian, Organist, Medical Missionary to Africa 

 
 

“For the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his 

life a ransom for many.” 
 

Jesus in Mark 10:45 (NRSV) 
 

General Fund Report — December 2022  
 This Month Year-to-Date 

Beginning Balance $62,281.82 $38,930.77 

 Sources of Funds $72,516.05 $540,908.87 

 Uses of Funds $44,798.85 $489,840.72 

Ending Balance $89,998.92 $89,998.92 

Additional General Fund Dollars  $500.00 $500.00 

Balance Sheet Balance $90,498.92  

$0.00
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$10,000.00
$15,000.00
$20,000.00
$25,000.00
$30,000.00
$35,000.00
$40,000.00
$45,000.00

July August September October November December

General Fund Comparisons
Offerings Expenses Budget

 This Month YTD 

Beginning Balance $42,843.10 $63,091.77 

Net Offerings $9,579.47 $38,432.98 

Interest Earned $15.58 $113.40 

Monthly Mortgage ($8,200.00) ($49,200.00) 

Other Payments — $8,200.00 

Ending Balance $44,238.15 $44,238.15 

Loan Balance = $778,823.35 @ 3.875% 

Building Fund Report 
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Michelle Kolodziej 1 
Erika Blain 1 
Isabella Jones 1 
Amy McFadden 2 
Maria Townsend 3 
Vel Hynek 3 
Ava Newman 3 
Steve Schmuhl 4 
Tony Salzman 5 
Anna Maramonte 6 
Addiason Moder 6 
Caleb McFadden 7 
Don Hounsell 8 
Steve Miller 9 
Corrin Burnell 10 
Trica Sielaff 10 
Emily Brewer 11 
Deb Biermann 12 
Megan Compton 12 
Jonathan Benson 12 
Peyton Hall 12 
Gary Voigt 13 
Louann Nell 14 
Cathi McGowan 15 
Becky Williams 15 
Stacy LaRonge 15 
Tom Hintz 16 
Isla Beckman 16 
Sam Fredrickson 17 
Braden Schaeve 17 
Pat Herdt 18 
Kaye Schmitz 18 
Mike Thorin 18 
Barb Gulbrand 19 
Dani Potratz 19 
Lilly Kejo 19 
Nicole Richter-Smith 20 
Brianna Pierce 20 
Megan Matty 20 
Caleb Burgert 20 
Lori Quackenboss 21 
Macallan Miller 21 
Erik Bergen 22 
Grace McAuly 23 
Connor McFadden 23 

Chad Kranig 24 
Hannah Schmitt 26 
Doug Hall 27 
Sarah Price 27 
Brett Merkel 27 
Sheila Flucke 28 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike & Dawn Burgert 10 
Tom & Sheryl Henry 16 
Joe & Robin Maramonte 22 
Jeff & Amy Nielsen 24 
Mark & Kris Harmsen 25 

 
 

Missing Birthdays or 
Anniversaries??? 

 
If you notice a missing birthday or anniversary, 
PLEASE contact the Church Office so we can 

update our records! Thanks!!! 
920-922-3353 or office@alcfdl.org 

May this month bring you more 
love, beautiful blessings and 

fulfilled dreams that bring you 
closer to God 
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As this Church Council term reaches the halfway point, I look back and find it 
hard to believe that 6 months have passed so quickly. It is truly humbling to 
see the Lord at work through your Church Council as they meet and discuss 
matters that promote the betterment of Ascension Lutheran Church and its 
congregation members. Here is a brief summary of a number of matters that 
have received attention from the Council since July: 
 

● Outreach: 
 

 ○ Invitations - a postcard was created, approved, and sent to a list of people who had recently moved into a 
selected mailing area. We also created another card for members to use to invite others. Since its implementation, 
several people have found their way to Ascension. God willing, more will follow.  
 

 ○ Trunk or Treat - this program was a fir st for  Ascension last fall. It was overseen entirely by volunteers 
and saw more than 150 children come to the church as well as the adults that accompanied them.  
 

 ○ Inactive member lists - the Council has been reaching out to individual members that have not attended 
or been unable to attend in some time. The thought is to not shame these individuals into returning to church but to 
merely let them know that they are in our thoughts and prayers and we remain open and available if they need 
anything.  
 

 ○ Sunday School - this youth program was left in jeopardy with the depar ture of the former  youth director . 
The Lord works in mysterious ways and, through a somewhat modified program and with the help of a variety of 
volunteers, Sunday school continues into its second semester.  
 
● Property Improvement: 
 

 ○ Repairs and Additions - following the storm that damaged the building and roof last fall, the repairs were 
finalized and completed before the chill of winter was able to set in. Several trees were also planted around the fire pit 
and along the street.  
 

 ○ New Furnace & Lighting - recently, the 24 year  old furnace which has kept us warm for  many years has 
begun to make noises and show its age. The Council opted to replace instead of repair and a new unit will be installed 
soon. We continue to work on changing over lights from fluorescent to LED. 
 

 ○ Pulpit Side Railings - while the front of the church is handicap-accessible with the ramp on the left side, it 
was decided that installation of a hand railing on the pulpit side of the church would be an additional feature to 
increase the accessibility of the front area.  
 

 ○ Security Camera System - it is an unfor tunate sign of the times that a secur ity system is needed in a house 
of worship but as the  old saying goes, “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure”. The Council made the 
difficult decision to proceed with installing a 6 camera system at all the entrances as well as in the nursery. We pray 
that it will never be necessary!  
 
● Staffing: 
 

 ○ Youth & Children’s Ministry - initially the Council continued to pursue prospective candidates for  this 
position. Unfortunately, through a lack of qualified applicants, the search was suspended.  
 

 ○ Succession Planning - this matter  came up as a result of, and remains intr insically tied to, the inability to 
fill the Youth & Children’s Ministry position. As it became more apparent that a youth minister was more difficult to 
find than originally thought, the Council decided to look to the future and fill the vacancy with a second pastor who 
would be able to both help us better meet the current need of ministering to our children and youth and, eventually, 
lead Ascension once Pastor Jeff decides to retire.  
 

As ever, we invite you to review the minutes from every Council meeting as soon as they become available. Feel free 
to reach out to any of your church council members with any questions, concerns or ideas. Please keep them in your 
prayers that the Lord would move and grow our church through their actions and decisions.  
 
Yours sincerely and respectfully,  
Timothy Sielaff  
2nd Vice President  


