
A Few Words About Our Worship... 
 
A Word of Welcome to our Guests: If you are visiting today, we say a special “Welcome!” to you. We 
want to do everything we can to make you feel like family! Please feel free to ask us any questions you might 
have about our congregation and ministry. If you live in this area and do not have a current church home, we'd 
be delighted to have you become a part of our congregation family at Ascension.  
 
Name Tags & Worship Registration: As you look around, you will likely see a lot of name tags! That’s 
because we encourage everyone to fill one out. (Name tags and markers are on the tables outside the Sanctuary.) We 
also ask everyone present to fill out a “Friendship Book” with their name, address, phone, and email—and to 
mark any of the boxes that apply to them. These books are usually distributed by the ushers at the beginning of 
the service. Thanks for taking a moment to do this! (Online worshippers should register on our website!) 
 
Open Communion Table: Jesus tells us in the Bible that the bread and wine are His body 
and blood. While we cannot fully understand this mystery with our minds, we can take Jesus at 
His word and believe in our hearts that He is truly present in Holy Communion. In this gift, 
Jesus brings forgiveness of sins along with hope and strength for a renewed life to all who come 
to Him with a repentant and believing heart. We invite any and all baptized Christians who 
share this faith to join us at our Lord’s table, including children who have received Communion 
instruction. You don’t have to be a member here or belong to a Lutheran congregation. Simply 
share this faith with us that Christ is truly present in the Lord’s Supper and come with your open 
and repentant heart to receive the gifts Jesus offers to us in this Holy Sacrament!  
 
Receiving Communion: As you receive your piece of bread, please dip it into the wine which is in the 
ceramic chalice. For those who cannot have the wine, you can dip the bread into the glass of grape juice or just 
take the bread alone. (If you need a gluten-free option, just let the server know!) Individual cups are also available, 
with the grape juice in the center of the tray! (Empty cups can be dropped into the wastebasket.) If it will work 
better for you to receive Communion at your seat, please notify one of the ushers and one of our Communion 
teams will come to serve you there. 
 
Health & Worship: As a caring faith community, we believe God calls us to do our part to lower any risks 
involved in public gatherings. For this reason, we have hand sanitizing stations throughout the building, and 
we will set some up in the aisles during Holy Communion. If you are not feeling well, we encourage you to 
stay at home and participate in the worship service via our live stream which can be found on our Ascension 
website (www.alcfdl.org) or via Facebook (www.facebook.com/alcfdl.) Know that we will pray for you to 
get better soon!!! As we worship, interact, and visit with others around us, it is good to be sensitive to and 
respectful of the differing comfort levels, practices, situations, and views that we hold.  
 

May God use this time in worship to feed us in our faith  
and strengthen us for daily service in His name! 

Ascension Lutheran Church 
901 County Road V 

Fond du Lac, WI 54935 
(920) 922-3353  www.alcfdl.org 

 

Ministers: All Members of Ascension 
Pastors: Jeff Blain & Anthony Wick 

 

Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 
followed by Refreshments, 

Fellowship, & Education Time 
(Self-serve Nursery Available) 

 

5th Sunday of Easter 
April 28, 2024 



 

Gathering 
 
 
Prelude 
 
 
Welcome & Greeting 
 
 
 
Please Stand 

Opening Hymn #306 (Green) “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”  
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1 Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed his blood for me,
died that I might live on high,
lives that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine,
I am his, and he is mine.
 
2 Oh, the height of Jesus' love!
Higher than the heav'ns above,
deeper than the depths of sea,
lasting as eternity.
Love that found me
found me when I sought him not.
 
3 Only Jesus can impart
balm to heal the wounded heart,
peace that flows from sin forgiv'n,
joy that lifts the soul to heav'n,
faith and hope to walk with God
in the way that Enoch trod.
 
4 Chief of sinners though I be,
Christ is all in all to me;
all my wants to him are known,
all my sorrows are his own.
He sustains the hidden life
safe with him from earthly strife.
 
5 O my Savior, help afford
by your Spirit and your word!
When my wayward heart would stray,
keep me in the narrow way;
grace in time of need supply
while I live and when I die.
 
Text: William McComb, 1793



 
Apostolic Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you! 
 
 
Kyrie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn of Praise  
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Salutation & Prayer of the Day 
 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
L: Let us pray…Life-giving God,  
C: through the blessed gift and sacrament of Holy Baptism, you abide in us, even as we abide in you. 

Through this holy and mutual abiding you give us life in Christ and strengthen and nurture our 
faith just as a vine gives life to its branches. Help us to grow in Christ so that we may be sent out 
to bear fruit for the life of the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

Please be seated 

 
 

Word 
 
 
First Lesson Acts 8:26-40  p. 1000 
 
26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 
come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard 
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can 
I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the 
scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before 
its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his 
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask 
you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and 
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the 
road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the 
water, and Philip baptized him. 

39
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip 

away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and 
as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea.  
 

R: The Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Responsive Reading Psalm 150 
 

L: Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; 
C: praise him in his mighty firmament! 
L: Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
C: praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 
L: Praise him with trumpet sound; 
C: praise him with lute and harp! 
L: Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
C: praise him with strings and pipe! 
L: Praise him with clanging cymbals; 
C: praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
L: Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! 
C: Praise the Lord! 
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Second Lesson 1 John 4:1-11  p. 1112 
 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; for many false 
prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. 
And this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming; and now it is already in the 
world. 4Little children, you are from God, and have conquered them; for the one who is in you is greater than 
the one who is in the world. 5They are from the world; therefore what they say is from the world, and the world 
listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us, and whoever is not from God does not 
listen to us. From this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 7Beloved, let us love one another, 
because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does 
not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love 
one another.  
 

R: The Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please Stand 
Gospel Acclamation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Lesson 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John 15:1-8  p. 983 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus says,] ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that 
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been 
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are 
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples.  
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ 
Please be seated 
 
 
Children’s Message  
 
 

6 



Sermon 
 
 
Hymn of the Day #765 (Blue) “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism   (See p. 13) 
 
 
Prayers 
(Each petition will end with: “Lord, in your mercy”;  please respond with: “Hear our prayer.”) 

 
 
Please stand 
The Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
You may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using these or similar words: “Peace be with you.” 

 
 
Please be seated 

Receiving our Tithes and Offerings 
(If you have brought an offering with you today, you can place it into one of the baskets. If you give electronically, please drop in one 
of the acknowledgement cards that you will find in the pew racks or chair pockets or out by the name tags. Thanks!) 
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Refrain
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,
show us how to serve the neighbors 
we have from you.
 
1 Kneels at the feet of his friends,
silently washes their feet,
master who pours out himself for 
them.  Refrain
 
2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor,
varied in color and race,
neighbors are nearby and far away.  
Refrain
 
3 These are the ones we will serve,
these are the ones we will love;
all these are neighbors to us and you.  
Refrain
 
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends,
silently washing their feet:
this is the way we will live with you.  
Refrain
 
Text: Tom Colvin, b. 1925, alt.
(c) 1969, 1982 Hope Publishing Co. 
All rights reserved.
 
Duplication in any form prohibited 
without permission or valid license 
from copyright administrator.



 
Offertory Song  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand 
Offering Prayer  
 

L: Let us pray… Blessed are you, 
C: O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through  your goodness you have blessed us with these 

gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and 
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. AMEN. 

 

 

Meal 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving  
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious 
resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with 
Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
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creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, that all 

those who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation 
you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may 
receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 
Words of Institution 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Ecumenical) 
Please be seated 
 
 

The Agnus Dei  
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Distribution 
 
Special Music    Abby Wagner 
 
 

Sending 
 
 
 
Communion Blessing 
 
 
Post-Communion Canticle  
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Communion Prayer 
 

P: Let us pray… We give you thanks, almighty God, 
C: That you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your 

mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. 

 

 
Benediction 
 
 
Closing Announcements 
 
 
Please stand 
Sending Song #551 (Green) “Joyful Joyful We Adore Thee” 
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Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
 
1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sending Words 
 

L: Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord. 
C: Amen! Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 

GO FORTH TO SERVE! 
 

+   +   +   +   + 
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Baptized today is: 

Lauren Olivia Richter 
 

Lauren’s sponsors are  
Jeff & Kristen Quast and Anna Quast. 

 
We welcome Lauren into  

God’s family at Ascension. 
 

May God richly bless Lauren! 
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A Portion of the Baptism Liturgy 
 

To the Congregation: 
 

P: I ask you, the people of God, who have now heard the promises of Lauren and her sponsors: Do you in 
turn promise to be a witness and example of the life to which God calls us? Do you promise to pray for 
Lauren so that she might grow in her faith and to surround her with a community of love and 
forgiveness? If so, answer, “We do, and we ask God to help and guide us!” 

 

C: We do and we ask God to help and guide us! 
 
 

Saying “Yes!” to God 
 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, to reject sin, and to confess the faith of the Church, the 
faith in which we baptize. 

 

P Do you renounce the devil, all his empty promises and all the forces of evil that defy God? If so, answer 
“I renounce them!” 

C: I renounce them! 
 

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
C: I renounce them! 
 

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
C: I renounce them! 
 
(Congregation stands) 

P: Do you believe in God, the Father? 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P: Do you believe in God, the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

(Congregation is seated) 

 
 

Welcome to the Family! 
 

L: Through Baptism, God has made this new sister a member of the priesthood we all share in Christ 
Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear his creative and redeeming Word to all the 
world. 

 

C: We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow member of the body of Christ, 
a child of the same heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the Kingdom of God. 



THANKS to ALL who SERVED so we could Worship GOD! 
 

Altar Care ............................................................................................................ Natalie Wilburn Team 

Assisting Minister ............................................................................................................ Michael Jones 

Care & Encouragement ............................................................................................... Marliss Sobczak 

Children’s Message .............................................................................................. Nicole Richter-Smith 

Communion Bread Provider ........................................................................................ Sheree Froemke 

Communion Bread Server ................................................................................................. Ken Schmitz 

Communion Wine Server ........................................................... Jim Price, Aidan Price, Emerson Price 

 ...................................................................................... Violet Hughes, Rachel Hughes, Gabriel Jones 

Money Counters ......................................................................................... Don & Linda Mussell Team 

Music Ministry ......................................................................................................... Rashelle McCallum 

Prayer Sheet Highlighter ................................................................................................... Linda Lepien 

Reader................................................................................................................................. Carol Blain 

Refreshment Provider ........................................................................................... Jim & Melody Merkel 

Refreshment Servers ............................................................................................ Jim & Melody Merkel 

Thank You Ministry .................................................................................... Polly May & Natalie Wilburn 

Usher Teams .......................................................................................... Bob Miller Team & Volunteers 

Video & SALT ......................................................................................... Macallan Miller & Steve Miller 

Worship Slides prepared by ........................................................................................... Macallan Miller 
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It’s Annual Rummage Sale Time! 
 
We will once again be looking for donations of new or gently used items for our annual rummage 
sale.  
 
You may begin bringing your donations to the Zone on Sunday, May 12. (Please NO electronics!)  
 
The dates of the rummage sale will be Wednesday May 22 from 8-5, Friday May 24 from 8-5, and 
Saturday May 25 from 8-12.  
 
We will be looking for help setting it up, running it, and packing it up. Proceeds will go towards the 
St. Katharine Drexel Homeless Shelter, Old Glory Honor Flight, and Operation Christmas Child.  
 
Please contact Melody Matty at 920-252-5070 if you have any questions  










